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FEAT BENEATH THE GROUND
The tunnelling work of Namma Metro’s North-South corridor between Swastik and Majestic is 
set to restart next month. Last July, a tunnel boring machine named Godavari broke down 70 ft 
underground stalling the tunnelling work. The entire exercise may cost the contractor up to ̀ 11 cr

`5
crore
cost of the 
new cutter 
imported 
from Italy

`6
crore

amount spent on 
reaching and 

excavating the 
damaged cutter 

�  The broken machine remained 
idle for over a year 

� To reach the TBM, excavators 
and earthmovers were used 
with the help of cranes 

`11 crore

�   Heavy earth-
movers were 
used to dig up 
the area where 
the damaged 
TBM was stuck

�   Sidewall built 
to keep mud 
from falling 
onto the TBM

�   It will take 
close to a 
month to fix 
the machine

1 month: Required to 
assemble each TBM

8.82 km: TBMs are entrusted 
with the task of underground 
tunnelling in Phase 1

4.8 km: Strech of underground 
(East-West corridor) completed 
so far

6: Tunnel boring machines used 
by Namma Metro

4: Number of TBMs (Krishna, 

Kaveri, Margarita and Godavari) 
currently operational in 
Bengaluru

� Godavari’s rock-cutter conked 
off in July 2014 

� The TBM, bought from China, 
got stuck at a depth of 

70 feet
� It had bored 

362 metres
at the time

`100 crore
cost of each TBM

350 tonne 
weight of each TBM

90 metres 
length of each TBM

It may take one more month to restart 
the tunnelling work. The contractor will 
bear the cost of repairing the machine 
and hence there has been no financial 
burden on the BMRCL

UA VASANTH RAO,  GM (FINANCE) AND PRO, BMRCL
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GIANT TUNNELLING MACHINES

Alert workers at a petrol 
bunk in the city inadvert-
ently caught an alleged 
murderer. The suspect 

came to their petrol station to 
purchase 1,000 litres of diesel 
using a credit card. The bunk 
workers grew suspicious even as 
they wondered why he wanted 
to buy so much diesel. They 
detained him and called the 
police. It turned out the suspect 
was not just trying to encash 
from a stolen credit card but he 
had obtained it by murdering 
an elderly person. 

The accused is 34-year-old M 
C Ravindra, a resident of 
Girinagara in Bengaluru. The 
case against him is filed by the 
Chennammanakere Achukattu 
police. The story unfolded when 
the police inspector of the said 
station received a call from one 
Venkatesh,  a  worker  in 
Madeshwara Service Station, 
Bettahalasur Cross at around 5 
pm on August 18, 2014. He was 
told that an unknown person 
had come to the petrol bunk to 
purchase 1,000 litres of diesel 
using an ICICI credit card. The 
workers at the service station 
suspected his bona fides. 

CONFESSION FOLLOWS
Two constables and a police sub-
inspector arrived at the spot. 
The suspect was whisked away 
to the police station by 5.30 pm. 
The inspector interrogated him 
to ascertain his identity and 
address. Ravindra allegedly con-
fessed that he needed immedi-
ate cash and did not know what 
to do with the credit card. So he 

went to the petrol bunk to pur-
chase diesel, which he thought 
he would later sell and thus 
encash. 

Fur ther  inter rogat ion 
revealed that Ravindra along 
with another person had tres-
passed into the house of an eld-
erly person near Kamakya 
Theatre in Banashankari on 
August 18, 2014 at around 4 am. 
They had murdered the old man 
and robbed the house of silver 
articles. 

They also stole his credit 
card. But the two did not know 
how to encash their plastic 
booty, the credit card. The only 
idea they could come up with 
was to buy petrol or diesel using 
the card, and then to sell it. 

The two went to the said 
service station. When Ravindra 
was apprehended by the service 

station workers, his friend ran 
away. 

Ravindra is in custody but 
trying to get bail. He approached 
the Fast Track Court-XIII, which 
on October 18, 2014 rejected 
the plea stating that there was a 
prima facie case made out by 
the police against him and he 
may tamper with the witnesses 
if released on bail. 

On June 22, 2015, the High 
Court too rejected his bail plea 
stating “it is evident from the 
records that the petitioner is 
involved in the allegations.” 
The HC also said that “there is a 
lot of force in the submission 
made by the learned govern-
ment pleader. In the light of the 
same, I do not find any ground 
to enlarge the petitioner on bail 
and this is not a fit case to 
grant bail.”

Bengaluru is a big mar-
ket for pirated Telugu 
movie  CDs .  CCB 
sleuths arrested a per-

son considered kingpin of the 
trade along with six others 
and recovered ̀ 60 lakh worth 
pirated CDs of Telugu/Tamil/
Hindi movies. Police estimate 
that this gang has caused a 
loss of around Rs 600 to 700 
crore to the Telugu film 
industry alone.

The arrested are identified 
as M Krishna Reddy, 50, a 
r e s i d e n t  o f  R a m a -
murthynagar, his associates 
Basavaraju, 30, T Rajendra, 
37, CH Venkatesh, 32, 
Kamalesh, 38, Imran, 31 and 
N Rangesh Kumar alias 
Rangesh. 

Commissioner of police 
M N Reddi said Krishna 
Reddy used to send Rangesh 
to watch the first show of 
any movie. With the nexus 
of the theatre staff, Rangesh 
would record the movie on 
c a m e r a  a n d  r u s h  t o 
Deepenjali Nagar in Byata-
rayanapura on Mysore road 
where they had set up a 
recording studio to burn 
CD/DVDs.  The  others 
looked after functions like 
design and logistics.  BMB

Even after 45 days of the 
announcement of SSLC 
results, the toppers’ list 
continues to grow. In 

the last few days, four stu-
dents have bagged the second 
rank in SSLC, courtesy re-
evaluation. The latest student 
to join the second-rank club 
is K Kruti of Mysuru. Kruti 
had secured 615 in the tenth 
standard exams. However, 
she was not happy with the 
marks and hence applied for 
re-evaluation. Her efforts paid 
off as the evaluators found 

that she deserved seven marks 
more and with this, Kruti’s 
latest score is 622, thereby 
standing second in the exam. 
The tenth standard exams 
were held in April/May this 

year and the results were 
announced on May 21.

Speaking to Mirror, 
K a r n a t a k a  S e c o n d a r y 
Education Examination 
Board (KSEEB) officials said, 
“By now, most of the students 
would have got admissions in 
colleges. A difference of one 
or two marks may not make 
any difference. However, the 
competitive spirit among stu-
dents is so much that they 
don’t want to leave even a 
single mark. Maybe this is the 
reason why we are getting so 
many toppers this year.” The 
best example for this can be 
Sahana Hiremani of Hubballi. 
She was in third position in 
the SSLC results with 621 

marks. However, Sahana was 
in no mood to accept the 
third rank and hence she 
applied for re-evaluation. 
Sahana had secured 99 marks 
in Hindi, and with re-evalua-
tion, her Hindi marks went 
up to 100 out of 100.

Among the other students 
who bagged second rank after 
re-evaluation was Samhitha D 
from Chinmaya High School, 
Mangaluru. She had secured 
618 and her marks went up to 
622 after re-evaluation. 
Speaking to Bangalore Mirror, 
on receiving the letter, she 
said, “I was expecting above 
620 and was confident that I 
had not made a mistake. I was 
disappointed with the results. 

I applied for a copy of my 
answer script and applied for 
re-evaluation. I was lucky to 
get two more marks each in 
Science and Kannada. In case 
there was no mistake in valu-
ation, I too would be consid-
ered one among the state top-
pers, when the results were 
declared,” she said. A classical 
singer, she has participated in 
several competitions includ-
ing national-level ones. She is 
a student at Sharada College.

The fourth student to have 
bagged second rank in re-
evaluation was Sreshta from 
Belur. Her original marks were 
619. She got six marks after 
re-evaluation and her total 
marks went up to 625.

The police were called in after which he confessed to a murder

Unhappiness with current marks prompted them to try their luck, which worked to their benefit 

Killer walks to petrol bunk with 
victim’s card to buy 1K litre fuel

Four students bag second rank after re-evaluation 

Seven held 
for piracy
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Samhitha D, one of the 
second rank holders 

calls. That was when she dis-
covered to her horror a series 
of WhatsApp messages that 
were sent to six other women. 
The messages clearly revealed 
that had promised each of 
them marriage just like he 
had done to her.

On probing further, she 
realised that Lakshman was 
not alone but had an able 
accomplice in the form of his 
wife of 16 years, Malini, and 
the two also had a son.

When the victim ques-
tioned Lakshman about the 
betrayal, Malini came to his 
rescue. She threatened the 
victim that she had pictures 
of her and Lakshman in inti-
mate moments and in com-

promising positions which 
she would upload on the net 
if she pursued the matter.

That was when the victim 
decided to take it up with sen-
ior police officials before 
whom she made her com-
plaint against the couple.

Lakshman’s modus oper-
andi included postponing the 
marriage on one pretext or 
the other even while making 
demands for money citing 
various reasons for seeking it.

However, it is still not 
clear to the police why the 
accused couple trapped only 
women techies. Their arrest 
would throw light on the rea-
sons and the number of vic-
tims they have cheated. It has 
been found that the accused 
couple targeted victims hail-
ing from different states and 
districts. 

“We even suspect that 
most of the other victims 
would hesitate to file com-
plaints fearing that their inti-
m a t e  m o m e n t s  w i t h 
Lakshman would be upload-
ed on the net by the wife. 
Based on this victim’s com-
plaint, we have taken up a 
case of cheating (IPC 420) 
and rape (IPC 376) against 
the Poojari couple,” the 
investigating officer said.

Man dupes techie women after 
live-in; mastermind was wife

EXCAVATION

BORING WORK TO RESUME

The new cutter imported from Italy

» FROM PAGE 1 Lakshman’s modus 
operandi included 
postponing marriage 
even while making 
demands for money
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